PASTOR’S PONDERINGS. ..

wWith the mark of an ashen cross and the words, "Turn away
from =i and be faithful to the Gospel,” the holy season of Lent
began, Wednesday, February 26, 2020,

There is @ story of a little boy who was waiting for his
rnother to come out of the grocery store.  As he waited, he was
approached by a rman who asked, “Son can you tell me where the
Post Office is? The little boy replied, "Sure just go straight down
this street a couple of blocks and turn to vour right” The man
thanked the boy kindk and said, ™I am the new pastor in town, 1'd
like forwou to come to church on Sunday. 'l show wou how to get
to heaven” The little boy replied with a chuckle, “Awsase, come
on. You don't even know the sway to the Post Office ™

Lent is a time for finding the way to heaven that the Lord
has made for us. We renew and recormmit to this way by turning
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through this waorld to the next one seriously. It is a time for
recommitting and cormmiting more deeply to the life of our
baptism and for acknowledging lesus as our anly way to heaven
and to salvation. Itis a time to prepare others for the Sacrament of
Baptism and forwalking closely together on the trail of salvation.

This wear, we are celebrating the Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults. We have 13 catechurmens who will be baptized and fully
initigted with the Sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation at the
Easter wigil. We also have 2 candidate s who have been baptized in
other faiths and will complete their initiaton into the Catholic
Church with the facraments of Confirmation and Eucharist also &t
the Easter %igil. we also have three children who will be baptized
and fully initigted with the Sacraments of Eucharist and
Confirmation sometime during the Easter season. Also, there are
infants weho will be baptized during the Easter season and there is
a group of 40 Cathaolics who have been baptized Catholic and in
need of First Cormmunion and Confirmation some time during the
Easter season. “4&s for me and my household, we will serve the

the Lord's forgiveness and mercy and begin walking a straighter
path with the Lord as our guide. Itis a fime through praver, fasting,
and almsgiving to enter deeply into the paschal mystery of dving to
self so that others may truly live. It is a time to acknowledze that
dving leads to eternal life because the Lord suffered and died for
us so that we might share with him the jov and glory of an
everlasting kingdam. Itis a time to feast an the mercy of God as
food and nourishment for the sacrifice of self and the carrving of
the cross that is of utmost importance as we learn to walk in the
footste ps of Christto alife where pain and suffering are no longer.

%o, what do we want to do, as individuals and as a parish for
Lent in the ways of praver, fasting and almsgiving? Remember,
wehatewer we decide to do, it should be leading us in the way of
heaven and witness to others that all of us are heaven bound. It's
time for all of us to grab our walking sticks, put on our hiking
boots, take the Lord's hand and keep walking with our eves fixed
an heaven, joyful that our lives are full of grace. Happy Lent
Everyonel
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S5t. Leo’s Pru',fer Wall i:- place where all, re gardle ss of age, race or creed, are invited to sing God's praises, give Him thanks,

and/or call upon His presence far help in times of need. The wall, a place of praver for all peoples (much like the Wailing Wall in
lerusalem), captures the faces of the community, as well as peacemakers and saints whao have inspired us througzh the ages

The wall is a place for staff and wolunteers, vouth groups, community meetings, and for individuals who pass through our

¥ s to cay that

parking lot on the way to work, school, etc, to pray, reflect and pause. We invite wvou to share in this
s special way of prayver, joy, and thanksgiving. Praise God! God cares about every need in vour life
| and knows what vou need even before wou ask Him for help. Qur 5t Leo the Great parish
.| COMmmunity promisesto rememberyou in our private praver, aswell asin our communal praver, which
W

are praving for waou all the tirme.

Y All praver requests are held in strictest confidence. Send your prayer request to: Saint Leo
| the Great Church, 2573 3aint Leo Place, Cincinnat, OH 45225,
request anline at http: /fsaint- le o/ ark soffde oy /Prave rvval Ministry asp.

You can also submit vour praver




